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CN Subramaniam ‘Sovereignty, Pleasure, Illusion and Play’ https://practiceconnect.azimpremjiuniversity.edu.in/sovereignty-pleasure-illusion-and-
play-part-i/

Froebel was prompted by the make-believe games of children to insist on the use of symbolism in the activities and also strictly aver the use of real
objects, insisting on the use of make-believe objects instead. Make-believe objects were supposed to trigger imagination in children.

For Dewey’s critique of Froebelian methods see his lecture entitled ‘Froebel’s Educational Principles’ incorporated as Chapter V of his book, School
and Society. Dewey rejected the externally imposed structured games, the fetishism of symbols in the activities and the huge array of subject
matter to be dealt with in the preschool stage.

Dewey, 'Froebel’s Educational Principles’. This was one of the three key principles he extracted from Froebel’s work.

Gijubhai Badheka, the much-acclaimed Gujarati pedagogue, in his description of children playing in his imaginary school, demonstrates the
possibility of the class descending into Hobbesian ‘state of nature’ without the guidance of the teacher. He advocates play as an important
educational method when under the guidance of a wise teacher. See Divasvapna Part 1, section VII.
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