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Reading Aloud with Young Children
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1 The vignettes in this handout are inspired from read-aloud sessions the author observed at

QUEST, Maharashtra, and at Muskaan, Bhopal (the latter for a Parag Initiative project).



TISS, Hyderabad ELI Practitioner Brief 9

2 Published by Pratham Books (2017). Written and lIllustrated by Madhuri Purandare. You can access the book
here: https://storyweaver.org.in/stories/10145-ek-sau-saintisvan-paer
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3 An English version is available online at http://eli.tiss.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Guide-to-Good-Books- 1.pdf
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4 Refer to the ELI Practitioner Brief on ‘Emergent Literacy’ for more on Concepts about Print.
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5You can access the book at https://storyweaver.org.in/stories/78-jui-mausi-ki-beti?story read=true
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6 Refer to the ELI Practitioner Brief on “Creating Print-rich Environment” for details on
reading corners.
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BATO TP (2011) RRTING RIS, ROWOWOI T WFENPI, G3LBRD) DRT

30INFT, WFRD) dPOTR) 00WITVT. DT 9T e300mIE ReNONTE), eI,

S03TW FWENDN Qo) L9IS0NAIZE, €333 DETE® 9308 S0I3T e AOLORBNAPN

FToON DA 3D, SWOOW A THOD BOESD, 00D, )

DTED), RDARTE AP BW), WFENR 3RBNATAPES WD) IR0 S
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FOONF3038, 1: JTOPFNAPR [oI3TerBe) FRILI,0A. 00D IO
FRBNRYD), d3FC I NRPR F3POHON BT dWoRDENPR  H0ITTBEN
£953T0T )T, D3I, ©9E3T BATY, FTWN e3003) 9300 BLFWIBITI) . BTN IW0sDETEH
R ,0D0TDIZe00N 33 FANRIH T, V3L RIHDQ), . T3 A O0D0TLDI &3 300NeH
DRIET BOWBTOD IPHTPTONS, V¥R 3TN AT B3 T (00033
WREAOIND). SWOOW, D), RVRTO ™MD NTLESD, a30TeoN 350300380
BRI, FFnFS, T 3033, 03DR), I[VR,C &38FONIL) 03y, O
96378 FNODTWE). €TI0 SOIT €930 eIDAT BEF ) 930N 9300 3.

FOONFB03) 2: OFPFTW IBV-DTIOFED. BT IFE ), aNTZLETT BEFLD DOTD
93T DFTFTY SOLNTT. 33 T LITE 300TTT! RWTT3 W, ROLIORT 3003
TNROT 9338 AV 0y WHA. MODTE), ITE-CRDAIT &3O e BIES
NBD)  dWsDENY A 2I0eIT  IVATNF ), ONADA.  INEF 3 20T
BVTIOBTBONTY, DETEIDNTS . 2FEONE). TBeR),, SNTLE Y, 3RBNITRY,!

Vignette 3
Hof geaeTee A 98 U 98 TR
T 7o IR R 78
"SR! 3iig! ! A Uk R g T
ag foees |
= ot
£4e

Eifleid

DT 3BRI0ODNA), FEFOD N, FLIERIYTIT, W, LdWODE 3T, 00 TELD
LRV 3T/OT, TBIWITL) DT BRTENTBRCLON D), BRY BTHLEC), TOTRY,
RSN YBDDIC? dFY BT N, ABeCBRATDE), 3B J03T NI, T FEIIOD
W1, JTDRAT )3, ITTD . 3 PHETAS B IZLaNF0, SRCBTON, Q3U0,20,
TsRDE NIV BT ASNY DD 2066, T00,NES DO QTS DATT. eIT
DT BAWAIZE DO BFTT) FPTWD, aDI), FFEOD DROT, 3TNY 93
IO BN FRFID BRINTDOT WBIT: LOITE BRTNT BREND 0
P05053T, WONI). XDTF YT, NBLIATD), T3 AFTT) I,
END5I0T) TMHTATT. RBBs a0, B33 VW AD FFONAS FEIIOD
ITE I, ATB-eE R 9e3T0TI, WFATROTBT.

If you are worried about noise and confusion, use simple techniques for managing your
class. For example, you can draw attention to a particular response you want others to
build on (“Sapna, what did you say?”) or summarize the debate up to that point (“So,

Rajesh is saying  but some of you feel it could be ) or use
simple reminders ("Okay, let us come back to your thoughts on THIS book”) (Hoffman,
2011).
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303 3: PFRV), PDVFE DeFA. TOLPR),, aNTLEY) TFOD IFTER), Ido,N
eIGERTRI,IVT. WOIB/ BVOINF), Ay wNP5e30RLND), BVTsedd, 033N
ST 3TN TP aNI), DeERIMISTE AR DT SFRXPTONT, TOVACDA.
o D3N, INEF 4 T, 3eDABE03, DWoPNENY  IWo T eI -
303500FONT, (MHTODNTY,) MePIFLD  NI), ADJBRI) A €901 AT/AOD
2300 T320TITI.

IR 4

LNOBVEFTS ‘A L03T' DI, 'STBRTONETY
O3000R TP ATAON BT BOITE),
dFTT) FIONR, DD RTVT  a0IBY, DR
FOTW O TVBLBITOTD  LdWOsDE NP,
3 TCHTTB. BOTY) AWDETS) T3HNRIZTT
NI 233,000, ATOONT,N FEHTT,
WOT: 3€3, @30 DIANR 00T
FROD 0T FEINY ST 03 €933 €3

- 330D ODNTY, ADBRATRCL),TT: DT
< e & vt or 7 g @ ssmeniedt WBE30NT, TP, DI,
RTBOORD VT DTITOAID.

“Jg! g L A HEE FHAT Agi argan!
QIS TS TEFIBTES M0 3LT/oTE3 WEEN eNI), 3T IWOsDENPOT
S DOIRE LN SOLEoN eRDF (e3ad,) SRETI, DT
BT, OINADATD, BSTT) AT ROLPIRWIDIT) OB TROBDLTD , OF
9P DB, 03T, LNOITE 23€3,00), FTOONT,N FT PRI, AT
95330 3RCDATD. &8 DEIAN, THODA) S PEINY DT 3¥TLTORNR
BENTEN 933 DRI N TN NE WIS DCTTITY.

ATNPHT IE 30350DTONE), '3T0NTWIONT ' HFFNY sDROT TN FOR, . SODTY,
QeDFRABT DI, BVROT B3FHOINF ), MPTIAMITWT, 23edRTR). ITWORDENSD
3D, F3YPRINP I, BOBTRLL) DBNT,B BLIHTT W, IR0 Q)°E DeoE €T3
1%, DY) 2303A TN

BB:B, DY 7380

D), LWRDENDN 3903 cNROT BTsT, wSFANAEN) €93TOINP ), B, 3T T3,
TN 203), BJTIIEITOIB YIT IPOSNENR 2,30, AL . VoY) TOaY) DLFOTNF I,
BOBTR, 3L, T3 e VR, B, ST, O3UaC23AWTBIT.
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F T3 DI, BITSOD aNROT TRN BySBONAE) LWsRENDR  F@)39,302. Y
DDRDENDT Toey) wWDW 9P TPTW  dROINEY 7, &T3W0WAE ADOT
953ToINTINTIB NI, RDRTNOT B NP3, RDSTIT,RNR) 033D, )
930N TOEY) T NFR, ALTBTIT: FHOD e HES, DT 9P S S03T
€9e38R0AN PTTRODTIE FONINE), DPIEFONT FEION, JEN N@dRITT,
P ORI ROJTERW W, BLBAI 2DI), WBII) ©9LT0,  FCL.
O300eYTRTR TG a0 €9e00MIe303I X003 BCSTT eI, L9323 NFINTOIIT).

MRE3F TTFAD. 3TN3ABRODNS  WFEOND), ) QDA Tao), (9 B3T,NTTI)
eI WjEIND TSNP, ModTeooN TYWIERWDBIT). 2DTEY) 08T RBIE a3,
BRLRBBITT, 933 3o, aNTA),, TRBNAY) DI, F NP, BT, 30Won &I
953030, e3Pe00N SNTNTRORY BRITHZE. BT eI, T 7, €930 S3SRCIFINED
203, PIRINP, &jBLI0WAY, FRLITV,0RD) Vo&ITeY) 2O €9e3ToTNT. &),
(2004) e3803B), BT, B T0eMIT03 ARWBAIT, €30, 35T, ySFANIEN)
9 )TN0, BN BIRIZE Q0ITWT D) A3eCBAD) IWORDENTI,
ALTDRIZR. LdWOsDENLRODN FOLPRBNPE). TWO3RLY, a0I), IR, A,33 VTEN
AOR5NT T 9301 R,,305, DCED.

FTOLIRS0ITRE), 90 WRBW, IWO;NENLRODN, RYRIRE). YT AOLIDRBODN,
AV ALTBOTBIT) (@YY, 2004). YT BTBAS DTTI-a0RT) FONY SBIedS e9DDNI
TNONWINTWIDIT), AT  BROFNRPOB SO03C @930 2D oCN
FOTNEOABNITW DI, B/ER. DT DINE 07, 3D 3PDTR)TI, 8FPe0oN
R BB IENOINYI), TBRILTMIE. 88 SOH,NE W7, 03T0B  IC)
93303, LT, B0RWBITN.ANR 3PNV TRt , BONBOTINE), RE3LOMT 95300
BRTTC) B3, LWRDENP) Ty LwDTWT, €930 &8 OINF ), 3182 02IRITHT
NI, DBRDRIHT BYTeNT 3e3/0¢FI0NTI.

TD3ROTD YVTOINT, YVTIONTOTWT LWIsRENS) R)ATOOW SO, LT &ITWT
SBLDTOOT FyA,O30T DIZNPoned ITN30NE), NPT NTPN JLTB AeBda3 WA,
QIBR0TD BT3B, 95330 DD HWRWATBINIDY,, €933 €3 IJDR, AN, N
)2N3300N AJZIICANRWTIRNB), 0T aNIY, EXDTT) LIBONNYIY, VDER,, DCIONE).
W30V DT SDATPOWTB) TN BNOTTYNE 07N, DT, 'ROTIES'
2300 T320TITI.

ON3 33D, JTNPR 3, B3YHOINFTY, DNDIeoN BOBFERLL) Dadd,
DDRDENPI, FRLT,A. Dozy VL), FOT) IWOONFS, JRIL,IBRRIST L.
QDWDENS) F 800N WBCNLFTOT) DO RIS BRTL) &8 IWFTNT), CRDA.
BT, DTN FSYOINPI, CRDAD) FT/OD W) e AB SAFL0DNT
ST EDUITIFR, TLRWITIT (33) 4 JeEH).
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RART O TN LDWsDENE 20830,8 [3FPod: 9330 QR @BEILT3), 03I,
BRLBBRTIYH T 03I, NT.

BT DC303IN €933 20T FEIISNY 2717, 20BN T.

DT WIZTW W, BECFD IT00 TP BIW,@WTIET a0, W)W N, €930
33 RLIFING) DB, LWOWINP) NI, MBS / 9BY / B3 FOINE Wi,
O3se€23 A @WI) 20TODDTITI

©03A3E, ©TB I, WPTYOINY), [FNH NI, AOBRLRODNT XTOR
2BODDTIRD.

FOBIRLONY)  ONTNINE), WNTLEH O e YIINER I,
T3 BOINFT, TODDRIET ‘BIE™ 9T, DIEORWTIT. BWRT, sNTLEPODNR
1€3,0350N 900 QRTINS 90 DEEE JTNTF,, Li3de0en, €938 AT03T
Ty3ZOINYH, [FNY), MRBNFT, B BIEFI), WIDDIE) A 930N
DS OTIR) (a)es, 2004).

LW ENE) TEODT, IRDAWIBIT BT W3 9035e3:3), 20TODWIIT.
T FFONAS 2,000 FCOW) FEIODI, ™MTR DI, &3 FEIIONT,
WBAATT TG DVIMLITIT DOTI N0 TONWIBITI)

33 4: ©9FT I0BINPMON e3T5EDET?, DTOsDEOR Fe0SRTIINE) www. thecurriculumcorner.com

TSN TOIFIT P, WORINPRD, B/E, OB e LdWORDENP,
TP WTBIT, €933 DEIE DT, L30WDRIT 239030 303R0DT (233) 4 SCR).
3ONBABN  4DT  JPHAINPOE B 90 WTRBROD  FDONSY,
IOPLZRATRORD.

3D L BT RRINTP 0, B3RO 8

FOO TR TNTWF, , 3T, BBDOTW FOI 6073 TyedN )WBNPRD, BWNFDN
eIP0 R, NRNE,NPIN TRDDTWIVIT. 3N WNRENFI), AFEDIEN
A, BTN, IRTNTRORY 237030300 ' 333, AT/ CLBRWIBIT (SVT0.
DoYNY 3 W[, SCE, TWyTOONY), €800 NI, C3NOAN,SNG
eJEIVNPIN LIONEBRE WFRWIID ).

7Refer to the ELI Practitioner Brief on “Children’s Writing: Creating Books in the Classroom” for more ideas and examples.
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TSR CTFINS) (M)FTND) DI, F3FOINSD

D P S S03T, dWODENY WRNS Aadd, 9BRTINSR, oD, e,
€33, 3RS THOT) 90 TOEY) IWODENT 33133ONNFONTTDIT) . ROTPIE O
e9e3TF 9P, 3)320WA: TATOD IRONTE), ek, DWODNENY AN
B3I, N3N OPPR)e)? Ve, LIRSV AW LITI, ReDTWE TN [OBORIEN
QDR FF5eITBORNE? WADEEIT® €3N D), FONTsE a0 3Y, LINBNY) DI ? SOITTW
IBRNP, ABRCBIE) e 3 e3003030NTY, WFRWIIT). dFTT 9330 CTINED)
DI, BEPOSINLTON I 1EFIE) 93020053 | 93, Ssetks.

To conclude, here are some ideas for a good read aloud:

AO00I

3T F,, 2P0 DET® €930 MoN FOag) TOINYD A e3:

1.

AR,  DRDENY ROBPENSD,  ONZNY D), AN NLRODN
BRODTOINMES 3AFOONT BBNF ), 3D

A A, WRRET BARTED), ODRY)TTO,N WFRNIIE) NOT)  DTPN
AT 23T LI FEL:

BAR5ORBNT I, 3008,  THONS, 930 B3IBRODR  ROITIER,
JCHBONT), WIFPODT 2008, QYR TRRODN TOR B SAFOONT
LOBVBOINF D, e3DA.

RDNTIIDT TR, RATE N, 00300 O3/ A, 2033 RRTY, L.tV
AT, DI, OB [033. Ay  ReITeWden,  WFENTI,
R 20Nk, 'O0T-0' VS FFNFI), TCPIB. DTPNR BB WA,
22D, O3RN AT/OO e3MS0IB/ BF T BT, NF, 3CL.

DTPN DARTRI), eeSDAIB. BN, 9838R0DN AD YRTE CITE I,
QeDEA. DTS FHONI, ROTPEIEIN 39,N IITEN0RTRORBT 953330,
ROBRRE) 0BDONND. PR Tad NS BVEFHZTW 0T W, IPI) 933
NN, RFOND , &N, e, FEOD WA, B, FRT T IPTLTONTY,
QeERWBITE DOTI) SeCL.

03T NPT BT3B, RBFONA) 3NTPN €953T0T DRI WSRO 933
WTBBR, T3 NI, ToONEFTRNIAD NPTy AB ART, JdYOIR 93T
L.

DETE 96303 €930, O3RCRA - 3TNIN ToDBID, T)R.T 50, SRTIFTROTY 2363
ARBRCBAT TBI, 2wd. Bt - SOIT, ©9I2POsA, IR, €LV !
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The Book /Text

e Which book are you considering
reading aloud?

e |s the text of appropriate quality?

the book

generating

conversations?

ols capable of

higher-order

e Describe your students — age, context,
instructional needs. Will this text be
appropriate for your students? Will it
enaage them?

Book - Ek Sau Sainteesva Pair (Pratham Books, Madhuri Purz
The text is of good quality. On the face of it, it is a story of the
someone helping her. But it can generate conversations arounc
‘friendship’ means.

My students are first and second graders in an NGO-run school
rural bast)). They speak Hindi and Pardhi / Gondi bilingually.

The story is short and has a simple plot for these young ch
illustrations will appeal to them. The characters (insects, birds e
hurting oneself, seeking help, friendship, etc. are likely to be

group.

Focus / Purpose of the Lesson

e What is the purpose of this lesson?
e |s this text the right one for your
purpose?

My purpose is to help students learn to predict actions, even
based on what has happened up to that point as well as their wc
also be able to check their predictions using the information
Skilled readers engage in this kind of continuous meaning-mak
has 2-3 important places where students could be asked to pr
plot is not too complex to overwhelm them.

Opening Up the Conversation

e How will you introduce the book such
that it arouses students’ interest?

e What
background knowledge or

important information,
word
meanings are necessary for children to

follow the book?

In the opening discussion, | will draw students’ attention to the
creatures that have so many legs. They might not readily unde
and thirty-seven’ but it is important for them to get an idea
hundred’) to create excitement about the story. So, | will focus o

I will also ask them to look at the cover page and predict the set

Children might be familiar with the word, "//// but | might have
kind of /.
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Interacting During the Read Aloud

® Discussions - Invite discussions in 3-4
places across the book selected based
on your lesson'’s focus.

o /llustrations — Which illustrations will
you draw students’ attention to during
the read aloud?

o Essential Words — Are there 2-4 words
in the text that are important/difficult
for your students to understand? (These
are different from the ones discussed in
the introduction)

I will invite responses at the following points:

1. Pg. 7: The millipede breaks her leg. What will happen now?

2. Pg. 11: No one helps the millipede. What will she do now?

options that millipede has already exhausted).

Page 14: The spider offers to help the millipede:

e The spider says he can count only until 8, why is that so?
knowledge to the story)

e How do you think the spider will fix millipede’s leg? (Prec
knowledge) (I will cover the opposite page).

o After the millipede counts and finds the broken leg, ask :
title of the book.

| will encourage children to notice illustrations on each page as

Difficult words to cover as we read: Khumari and Dubki (p.4); Sut

Discussing the Book After Read Aloud

Think of questions that elicit thoughtful
responses from children to the book,
rather than short responses without any
elaboration.

The purpose is to support students’
attempts to understand and respond
to what they have read.

IAfter reading the book, | will ask the following questions to i
1. Broad Responses:
e Did you like this book? Why? Or why not?
e Which part of this story did you like? Why?
e Which part of this story did you dislike? Why?

Digging deeper. My students aren’t used to giving extenc
answer with “achha laga /bura laga’ or " haan/na" without any
build upon these responses a bit more and try to have
empathy, kindness and friendship:
e How did you like the birds and insects the millipede asks he
e Would you call them millipede’s friends? How so? Or, why n
e The bees were busy with work, and hence couldn’t helf
response of the butterfly and sparrow who were very rude
her? How so? Or why not?

3. Personal Connects
e Has something like this ever happened to you? How did tl
e What would you do if your friend was in trouble? Can you
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Observations

After the session, record your
observations of students.

e Students were largely with the reading, although | saw a few

tried to bring them back to the book with questions that dir
illustrations.

Grade 2 students (who have more experience with read-alc
predictions. Grade 1 students found it difficult to keep inform

This could be about the whole class as a
group or some important responses of
some students

predictions. For example, though the millipede had already ¢
children did not take this part into account when, a bit later
predict what the millipede would do next. They said it could a

Sharing around personal connects was rich, but | felt that so
without really comparing/contrasting with the story in their m

Reflections

Think back on the read aloud experience
and consider:
e Students’ strengths and needs in
terms of their learning
e Your strengths and needs as
the facilitator
e Your next steps with this group.

Younger students need more support with/modelling of usi
the text or knowledge of the world) for understanding as we

Older students could make predictions and bring their knc
story (e.g. the reason for the spider being able to count onl
in every instance, if they were checking their predictions ac
need to focus on this more consciously.

| feel this book required more of “general predictions” requ
world knowledge to understand the text in front of them. Tl
gradually, | need to introduce them to books that require
predictions as well, that is, predictions based on the informat

Students were very engaged in sharing personal connects. B
them to explain the connection more clearly.

In general, children need more support for extended disct
This might be one reason why we could not explore the the
in this book as well as | would have liked to.
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